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If she believes in herself…she will fly. 

Message from Mrs Jennings  
 

Dear Junior School Parents and Girls 
 

Staff news 

Welcome to Mrs Lynn Kerchhoff, our newly appointed Admissions Secretary. Mrs Kerchhoff will oversee all the 
admissions at our school from Grade 0 to Grade 12. We wish her many years of happiness and success here at 
DSG. An introduction to Mrs Kerchhoff: 

I am married to Lloydd for 21 years and mother to Hannah (20) and Noah (18). 
Together they form the Hannah Kay SA band. I have a LTh and attended various life 
skills and counselling courses to enhance my skillset. My previous employer was 
Michael Oak Waldorf School and before that it was St Jospeh’s Marist College. I have 
loved working at both schools and my desire to work within the educational sector 
has been solidified. I share about my journey and intentional career choice in ‘My 
Shack’ – the first book that I have authored. I believe that we are placed in our 
workplaces for such a time as this. I look forward to being part of the community at St 
Mary’s DSG.  

I take this opportunity to thank Mrs Retha Roelofse for managing the Junior School admissions these past 
years. She has done an excellent job when enrolling new families to our school and many families have shared 
how welcoming, helpful and professional she has been in all their interactions. Mrs Roelofse is an incredibly 
efficient person who always goes the extra mile and over time the scope of her role has grown to the point 
where it is time to handover certain portfolios, hence the decision to appoint a full time Admissions Secretary 
for the whole school. We thank Mrs Roelofse for her commitment and love for our school and the care she 
shows towards everyone she interacts with and every task she completes.  
 

Robotics and Coding Training  

As communicated in last week’s Newsletter, the Foundation Phase teachers received 

their training on Friday, 28 January. Our Grade 1, 2 and 3 girls spent the day with Grade 

4, 5 and 6s.  

Our little sisters 

were paired with a 

buddy in their 

older sister’s class 

and they spent the 

day connecting     

and    learning 

together.  
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Message from Mrs Jennings (continued) 

Tuckshop / Hot Lunches  

Lunch is an important part of the girls’ day. It is a time to replenish energy ahead of the afternoon programme 
and a time to connect with their friends. Please take note of the following arrangements as we introduce hot 
lunches from Monday, 31 January. 

 The tuckshop will continue to offer lunches for the girls. Please pre-order your daughter’s food for her 
lunch break. Grade 0-3 will have their orders delivered to the Junior School at 12:00 and Grade 4-7 girls 
will go to the tuckshop to collect their orders at 12:30. Please pack a healthy snack for your daughter to 
enjoy at first break. 

 A reminder that our tuckshop operates on a cashless system, so please make sure there is money loaded 
onto the account should your daughter in Grade 4-7 need to purchase her own lunch at 12:30 when she 
goes down. 

 A further reminder that we encourage the girls to make healthy choices when purchasing food at the 
tuckshop.    

 Girls whose parents have registered for them to receive hot lunches will go to the Refectory at the 
following times to eat their lunches: 

 -   Grade 0  Monday and Wednesday 13:00 – 13:30 and Tuesday, Thursday and Friday 12:30 – 13:00 
 -   Grade 1-3    12:00 – 12:30 
 -   Grade 4-7    12:30 – 13:00 
 

Only girls who have registered for the term will be eligible to receive hot lunches and teachers will be on duty 
in the Refectory to oversee the serving of the meals.  Please note that registrations have closed for Term 1. 
 

Dance at DSG in 2022 

We are excited to announce that our dance offering is expanding in 2022. For 2022 we will have two dance 
studios hosting their classes here at DSG. The reason for this expansion is to offer girls greater choice that we 
hope will meet the needs of every girl. On our afternoon extramural programme girls can choose from the 
following:    

 Classical Ballet  and Hip Hop/Acrobatics/Jazz classes offered by Beverly Acquisto Studio of Dance (BASD)  

 Bev Acquisto has been offering dance classes at St Mary’s DSG for many years and many of our girls have 
 been trained by her in their formative years of dance. BASD ballet dancers will follow the Royal Academy 
 Dance syllabus and will be eligible to participate in examinations and competitions and the hip hop/
 acrobatics/ jazz dancers will be eligible to do recognized international examinations like AIDT or 
 competitions including the Acrobatic Federation of South Africa, SA Dance Schools, Dance Fusion and 
 Artisticultura. All these classes are offered from Grade 0 to Grade 7 on a Wednesday afternoon in our 
 gym studio. 

 Contemporary/Jazz Dance classes offered by Jelea Dance Studio 

            Jenna Fieldgate, the owner of Jelea Dance Studio, will offer contemporary/jazz dance classes for girls 
 from Grade 4 to 7 on a Monday and Thursday afternoon in the late session of our extramural 
 programme. Contemporary dance is an expressive dance style that combines elements of jazz, lyrical, 
 modern and classical ballet. And jazz is a performance dance style that combines African and European 
 dance styles. Girls who join the Jelea Dance Studio will be eligible to participate in dance competitions 
 such as Dance World Cup, SABOD competitions and World Dance Challenge.  

Should you be interested in either offering for your daughter for 2022, please contact either Bev or Jenna to 
enrol your daughter in their dance studios. We look forward to dance growing at our school.  
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Message from Mrs Jennings (continued) 

Arrangements for fetching the girls in the afternoon 

The safety of the girls remains our priority and we, therefore, request that parents work with us and follow 
these procedures in the afternoon. 

 If your daughter is not participating in an extramural at our school in the afternoon, she can be collected 
when her academic day ends. 

 If your daughter is participating in an extramural at our school the following applies: 

 - Aftercare is the central waiting area that all girls must use before and after their extramural activity. 

 - Please do not arrange to fetch your daughter from the PAC or the sports facilities. We cannot then 
  account for your daughters whereabouts and it is not safe for your daughter to be left unattended 
   in these areas of our school. 

 - If your daughter is participating in an activity in the late session of the extramural programme, she 
  must still return to aftercare. You will not be charged for aftercare as long as you collect her within 
  15 minutes of the session ending. Girls returning from an away gala or match, will not be charged  
  for aftercare that day, as the finishing times are late afternoon and many factors influence the exact 
  arrival of the team back at school. 

 - If your daughter is in a lift club with Senior School girls, she must be fetched from the Junior School 
  when the transport arrives. She may not wait at the Senior School Reception. 
 

Best wishes  

 

  Alison Jennings 

 

Exciting news! 
Book covering get-together 

 
We have purchased beautiful new readers for Grade 4 which the girls are desperate to start 
reading, but they need to be covered in sticky plastic. We are looking for some volunteers to 
help. 

 

Venue:  iHub 

Date:  Monday 31 Jan and Tuesday 1 Feb 

 Monday 7 Feb and Tuesday 8 Feb 

Time:  8am to 10am 

 

Are you available? Your help would be greatly appreciated! 

Please email Mrs McVittie at amcvittie@stmarys.pta.school.za if you would like to volunteer to 
help. 

mailto:amcvittie@stmarys.pta.school.za
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Introducing Ramotlalekgomo “Rami” Tlhapane                                                                    

Member of the Transformation, Diversity and Inclusion Sub-Committee 

 

Rami Tlhapane holds, among others, an MBA from University of Pretoria (GIBS) and brings to 

the Governing Body hard skills on strategic leadership and project management.  

 

Why did you decide to accept the position to serve on our GB? - I am a proud DSG parent and 

regard the school’s Christian ethos, the focus on establishing a harmonious place for diverse 

communities that is also inclusive and the values of the school as important. I am excited to 

support the school in its ever-evolving journey. 
 

.What is your role on the GB? - I bring to the Governing Body hard skills on strategic leadership 

 and project  management. I am a member of the TDI Sub-Committee. 
 

What do you do as your “day job?” - I am an Executive Manager at an international Engineering and Project 

Management Consulting Firm where I am responsible for the delivery of complex industrial projects. Through my 

executive leadership, I am experienced in dealing with delicate issues of repositioning a complex global organisation 

locally while also maintaining its global outlook. 
 

What makes you happy? - I am happiest around a fire with the rest of the family close by. I am also driven by the chance 

to give back and enjoy a good laugh. 
 

What would the title of your autobiography be? - Just did it 

 

Let’s Go Camping! 

Grade 2 and 3 Dads’ and Daughters’  Camp 

at Sondela.  

Save the dates! 

 Grade 3 camp dates: 2-6 March 2022 

 Grade 2 camp dates: 11-13 March 2022 

 Planning meeting:  9 February 2022  

We invite all Grade 2 and 3 dads to an 

important planning meeting on the 9 February 

in the Diocesan Hall from  18:00-19:00.  

Communication around 

camp details to be sent            

to parents next week!  
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Aftercare programme  

From Monday,  31 January 2022, a small fruit snack will be provided at 16:30 for all girls registered in Aftercare.   

A few reminders:  

 Hats are compulsory. No hat, no play! 

 Girls need to leave aftercare in their full school uniform or PE kit (socks and shoes need to be worn) 

 All Grade 0-6 girls must be fetched from Aftercare. The girls’ safety is of paramount importance. Please 

do not collect your daughter from the high school, sports facilities or PAC.  
 

Planned Aftercare Activities:  Week 3:  31 January - 4 February  

 

 

 

 

 

 

.  

 

Grade Monday’s Activity Tuesday’s Activity Wednesday’s Activity Thursday’s Activity Friday’s Activity 

Grade 
0 

Freeplay on the               
playground 

Story 

Freeplay on the               
playground 

Skipping, ball games 
and hula hoops 

Freeplay on the               
playground 

Art 

Freeplay on the      
playground 

Doll play 

Freeplay on the   
playground 

Movie 

Grade 
1-3 

Freeplay on the      
playground 

Board Games 

Freeplay on the              
playground 

Story telling or reading 

Freeplay on the          
playground 

4-square ball game 

Freeplay on the             
playground 

Prepare for ‘Aftercare 
has Talent’ 

Present ‘Aftercare 
has Got Talent’ 

Movie 

Grade 
4-6 

Diketo and              
Morabaraba              

(stone  games) 

Legusha                     
(stocking game) 

Music and Drama 
Prepare for ‘Aftercare 

has Talent’ 

Present ‘Aftercare 
has Got Talent’ 

Movie 

Grade 5 - 7 Social Media Webinar 

Our St Marys DSG girls use devices for learning, to contact parents when necessary and to stay connected 
with their friends. This gives them access to social media to have fun, make and maintain friendships, share 
interests and to explore identities. It is an extension of their face-to-face interactions and for many the key 
part of how they connect with their friends.  
 

Whilst there are many advantages to using social media, there are also many risks and things that children 
should avoid. They don't always make good choices and are unaware of the dangers.  
 

To assist in educating our girls about the risks of social media, Emma Sadleir will be presenting a webinar on 
15 February at 8:00 for our Grade 5 to 7 learners. A link will be shared, the day before the webinar, with 
parents wishing to join the session.   
 

Emma Sadleir is South Africa’s leading expert on social media law. The company she founded in 2013, the 
Digital Law Company, specialises in educating and advising corporates, employees, schools, parents, 
teachers, and universities on the legal, disciplinary and reputational risks of social media. 
 

Emma’s areas of expertise include managing the legal consequences of using social media including 
defamation, privacy, hate speech and intellectual property; cyberbullying and harassment; sexting and 
pornography offences; the disciplinary consequences of using social media; personal and brand reputation 
management on social media; health and social media and online safety. 
 

We are privileged to have her share her knowledge and expertise with us and we look forward to learning from 
her.  
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Transformation, Diversity, and Inclusion News  

Our learners are doing amazing things! 

Last year I shared with our community that a group of our learners would be participating in an online youth 

consultation for the Global Campus of Human Rights. The purpose of the consultation was to engage youth 

from around the world in discussions about the topics that were pressing in their lives.  
 

From these discussions, the agenda for the first ever, 2022 Global Campus of Human Rights child-led 

conference was drawn up. The theme for the conference is, Mental Health- Children’s Perspectives on the 

Challenges and Ways Forward. 
 

Two of our very own DSG learners, Lum Mufor-Atanga (Grade 12) and 

Shelby Bodenstein (Grade 10) will be key players in the two-day 

conference. Taking place on 31 January and 1 February. On Day 1, 

Shelby will be opening the conference session and presenting the 

agenda, and Lum will be moderating a discussion session. On day 2, 

both Lum and Shelby will be giving concluding remarks of the 

conference session.  
 

Together with Lum and Shelby, a few of our Senior School learners will also be participating in the conference, 

in a discussion on action points for the challenges surrounding children’s mental health.  
 

The discussions around mental health are important and as a school we are inspired by our learners who have 

put up their hands to engage with the matter on a global platform.  
 

We wish these learners all the best as they represent themselves, their peers and our school at the Global 

Campus of Human Rights, Nepal, Child-led conference.  
 
 

Please keep an eye out for our upcoming newsletters for feedback on the conference, from our learners.  

 

- Ms Idah Makhafola  (Junior School Head of Transformation, Diversity, and Inclusion.) 

Lum  Mufor-Atanga       Shelby Bodenstein 

Science is fun! 

Grade 7s baked Mug Cakes  as part of their #BuildYourCore skills. It was a 

collaboration between Maths and NS.  
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Junior School Channels of 

Communication 

Pastoral Matters 

Class (Gr 0-5) or Form Teacher (Gr 6&7) 
 

Academic Matters   

Intersen Phase (Grade 4-7)  

Deputy of Academics:  Mrs L Whitelaw                        

lwhitelaw@stmarys.pta.school.za 

 

Foundation Phase (Grade 0-3)  

Head of Foundation Phase: Mrs T Molver                                             

tmolver@stmarys.pta.school.za 
 

Reception  

Mrs C Mndau  - 012 366 0501 

cmndau@stmarys.pta.school.za 
 

Sport 

Coach N Mothiba 

nkmothiba@stmarys.pta.school.za 
 

Aftercare 

Mrs D Masimula 

dmasimula@stmarys.pta.school.za 
 

PA to Junior School Principal  

Mrs R Roelofse - 012 366 0543  

rroelofse@stmarys.pta.school.za 

 

Boarding 

Director of Boarding:  Mrs P Dlungwana 

pmbandlwa@stmarys.pta.school.za  
 

Operational Matters—Boarding Office  

Ms Lorraine Ndwambi  

lndwambi@stmarys.pta.school.za 
 

Covid Queries 

Mrs J van der Merwe                                         

jvandermerwe@stmarys.pta.school.za 

Sr M Madihlaba  

mmadihlaba@stmarys.pta.school.za  

 

 

Junior School Calendar 

Fri, 28 Jan 

#BuildYourCore 

13:30 - 16:00    Swimming Galas A & B @ WHPS; and C @ DSG. 

18:30 - 20:00   Parents’ Association Welcome Cocktail Party for all 
parents. Registration and screening at the Diocesan Hall.  

Sat, 29 Jan  

Sun, 30 Jan   

Mon, 31 Jan 

Value of the Week:  Integrity  

07:30 - 08:00   Grade 1-7 Chapel Service 

12:00                  Cooked lunch offering commences          

Tues, 1 Feb 
07:00 - 08:00   Grade 3F Paired Reading in the iHub 

18:00 - 19:30     Alumnae Committee meeting 

Wed, 2 Feb 

07:30 - 08:00   Grade 1-7 Assembly  

08:30 - 10:00   Grade 0 Inning 

17:00 - 19:00   Transformation, Diversity and Inclusion Committee  

                             meeting  

Thurs, 3 Feb 08:00 - 09:00   Class Reps meeting 

Fri, 4 Feb 13:30 - 16:00    Swimming galas - A & B at DSG, C at WHPS 

Sat, 5 Feb 
08:00 - 12:00   Basketball Festival - U12 & 13 at SAHETI 

08:00 - 12:00   Mini-Volleyball Tournament  Cancelled 

Sun, 6 Feb  

Mon, 7 Feb 
Value of the Week:  Agility 

07:30 - 08:00   Grade 1-7 Chapel Service 

Tues, 8 Feb 

Robotics and Coding Training for IP teachers. 

Grade 1-3 host Grade 4-6 classes and Grade 7 follow a FAL and Sport 
focused day. 

Wed, 9 Feb 
07:30 - 08:00   Grade 1-7 Assembly  

07:00 - 19:00   Governing Body meeting  

Thurs, 10 Feb 
18:00 - 19:00   Grade 7 parents' information evening for Grade 8 2023                                       

                             in the auditorium 

Fri, 11 Feb 

Grade 0 Teddies and Tea 

Swimmers leave for Midmar 

18:00 - 21:00   Grade 6 and 7 Valentine’s Social at WHPS  

School Calendar 

St Mary’s DSG Term Calendar - 2022 

Please follow the link below for the 2022 calendar available on the D6 School Communicator  

372_resource_61dbd41133eca688984612.pdf  

mailto:alotter@stmarys.pta.school.za
file:///C:/Users/rroelofse/AppData/Roaming/com.d6technology/d6_372/assets/372_resource_61dbd41133eca688984612.pdf

